
LB 196, 208March 25, 1977

So this is merely clarif1cation, merely spells out the dif­
ferences in penalties between a misdemeanor and a felony
and that 1s all the b111 does. It doesn't change any
penalties or anything 11ke that.

PRESIDENT: Senator Cullan.

S ENA.OR CULLAN: Mr . P re s i
I think 1t does make a very basic change 1n law and
Senator Simon says it 1s just clarifying, that 1s not quite
true, in my opinion. Maybe I am incorrect, but as I under­
stand it, this bill will make a misdemeanor out of fleeing
from certain violations where before it was all totally a
1'elony. So 1t is not Just a technical change or something
like this. It is a maJor change in the law and I th1nk it
is a reasonable bill but it is a maJor change, in my op1nion.

PRESIDENT: You have heard the motion. Record your vote.
Would you like to? That 1s when you are standing beh1nd
your microphone with your light on. Cancel the vote.
Senator Simon, close please.

SENATOR SIMON: I knew you would get your just desserts in,
Mr. President. I do want to clarify what Senator Cullan
was talk1ng about and he 1s not correct 1n his assertion.
I am carrying the bill for the City oi' Omaha and the
Police Chief had asked that this be done. his does not,
let me get to Senator Cullan on the mike here and then
I will ask you a quest1on. Senator Cu lan, would you y1eld.

S ENATOR CULLAN: Y e s , I w11 1 .

SENATOR SIMON: All right, you are saying that you think
this bill changes the penalties for misdemeanors?

SENATOR CULLAN: No, I am not. Formerly, what I am saying
1s that formerly it was a felony to flee and now for certain
cases you are making it a misdemeanor. So it is not Just
a techni ca l c h ange.

SENATOR SIMON: Senator Cullan, I have a copy in front of
me of the current statute and it has, and it says for
fleeing, it shall be either a felony or misdemeanor. It
lumps both of them together. I would suggest...here, I
have a copy right here of the statutes. So 1t dces not
change a thing. All it does it means that peoole who are
sometimes getting off now because of a felony, excuse me,
because of a m1sdemeanor because the courts are so bogged
down will go to trial. They w111 go to trial in munic1pal
court rather than the district court saying we have got
too many cases. We haven't got the time . W e wil l Ju s t
drop the case. It does not change the sentencing at all.
It is strictly a matter of clarification. I have a letter
from the police chief verifying this, Senator Cullen, and
if ycu look at the copy like I have here, the Keroxed copy,
from the statutes you w111 see that, in fact, is correct.

PRESIDENT: You heard the mot1on. Record your v o t e . I t
is to advance the bill. Have you voted? Record.

C LERK: 2 6 a y e s .

PRESIDENT: The bill is advanced. LB 208. I s t hi s i n

dent, members of the Legislature,


